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Th e  Win d An d Th e  We ath e rvan e :
Reflections Of Occultism In The Atmosphere

And Weather Patterns
By Malvin  Artley

Wh en  t wo people m eet  a n d  s t r ik e u p  a
conversa t ion , one of the fir st  subject s discussed
inva r iably is t ha t  of the wea ther . Most  people
ca ll th is  idle  conversa t ion   and  many  would
ca ll  it   a n   u n con sciou s  com pu ls ion  in
con ver sa t ion , bu t  t h e fa ct  r em a in s t h a t  t h e
wea t h er  is  t a lked a bou t  a n d t h ou gh t  a bou t .
Wea ther  has been  a  fa scina t ion  to the mind of
man  for  un told ages. Despit e modern  science,
we st ill cannot  predict  it . It  is a  source of awe
a n d won der , a  sou r ce of a m u sem en t  a n d a
sou r ce  of a n n oya n ce. P eop le  h a ve u sed
everyth ing from the corns on  their  feet  t o the
n ewest  su per com pu t er s t o for eca st  wea t h er ,
and both  have equa lly abou t  the same success
r a t e. So t he a nnoying t r u th  r ema ins t ha t  we
st ill cannot  second-guess Mother  Nature.

J u s t  wh a t  is  it  t h a t  ca u ses  wea t h er
pa t t er n s? Scien ce wou ld  t ell u s  t h a t  t h e
a t m osph er e is  a  gia n t  h ea t  en gin e, a lbeit  a
ver y com plex on e, a n d  t h a t  t h r ou gh  t h e
in t er a ct ion s of su n ligh t , a t m osph er ic ga ses,
land and sea  masses, t he complex syst em we
ca ll wea t h er  is  for m ed. Th is  is  t h e view of
mechan ist ic science. It  is a lso one of the ma in
reasons we fa il so often  to predict  the wea ther ,
a s we sha ll see. On  the one hand, if we view
the Ear th  a s a  living being, which  it  is, then  a
very differen t  pictu re emerges. In  th is case, we
see t h e a t m osph er e n ot  s im ply a s  a  gia n t
engine, bu t  a lso a s a  r eflect ion  of t he men ta l
body of ou r  pla n et a r y Logos. Th u s, wea t h er
p a t t e r n s  becom e r e flect ion s  of t h ou gh t
processes on  a  planeta ry sca le condit ioned both
by man and by planeta ry factors.

We ca n  cla im  t h is  t h r ou gh  t h e La w of
Cor respondence. In  A T reatise on  Cosm ic Fire,
we find the following st a t emen t : "....it  will be
a ppa r en t  t h a t  t h e a s t r a l veh icles  of t h e

differen t  planeta ry Logo differ . Th is difference
is  n ecessa r ily depen den t  u pon  t h eir  cosm ic
ast r a l life wh ich  dir ect ly a ffect s t he syst emic
ast r a l, or  t he physica l liqu id sub-plane of t he
cosm ic ph ys ica l....ea ch  (d iffer en t ia t ion  of
m a t t er ) is  a ct ed  u pon  d ir ect ly fr om  t h e
cor r esponding cosmic pla ne. The condit ion  of
the va r ious physica l planet s will some day be
found to be dependent  upon  th is fact ." l

The wea ther , a s has been  men t ioned, is a
complex in teract ion  between  these th ree sta tes
of ma t t er  (solid, liqu id, and gas), bu t  wha t  we
a r e con cer n in g ou r selves  wit h  m ost  is  t h e
a tmosphere, wh ich  is a lmost  en t ir ely gaseous.
The solid and liqu id por t ions of the ear th  play
their  pa r t  in  t he wea ther  la rgely th rough  the
a ct ion  of h ea t  wh ich  ca u ses t h e a ir  t o m ove
th rough  convect ion  cur ren t s. We will see la t er
tha t  a ll t h ree systems a re in terdependen t  and
can  profoundly a ffect  each  other , a s is the case
wit h  m a n  a n d h is  t h r ee veh icles , bu t  t h e
a tmosphere is the ma jor  condit ion ing factor  of
t h e t h r ee. E a r t h 's  a t m osph er e pla ys sever a l
vit a l roles in  the planeta ry life process. As we
kn ow, we n eed a ir  t o br ea t h e. Th ou gh  on ly
com pr isin g a bou t  21% of a ir , oxygen  is  t h e
most  impor t an t  ga s. Not  on ly does it  give u s
life, bu t  it  is a  dir ect  r eflect ion  of pr ana  and
t h u s gives u s t h e power  t o m ove for wa r d or
evolve t h r ou gh  t im e. Th e ea r t h  is  fu ll of
oxygen . For  t he most  pa r t , it  is  locked up in
r ocks a n d wa t er . P eople lit t le r ea lize t h a t
oxygen , a side from being the biggest  por t ion  of
wa ter , is one of the most  common const ituen t s
of minera ls in  t he form of oxides or  silica t es.
Our  bodies a r e 60% oxygen  by weigh t . Hence
we can  see why brea th ing pract ices would have
su ch  a  pr ofou n d effect  u pon  u s. Oxygen  is
pr esen t  in  t h e a t m osph er e dir ect ly a s  t h e
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r esu lt  of pla n t  life. Wit h ou t  pla n t s, we (a n d
an ima ls) cou ld not  ea t , nor  cou ld we brea the.
We fin d t h a t  pla n t s h a ve a  pr ofou n d r ole t o
pla y in  t h e pla n et a r y life cycle. I t  is  sm a ll
won der  t h a t  t h e pla n t  k in gdom  is t h e m ost
h ighly developed a long it s line.
  Th e a t m osph er e a lso h a s t h e fu n ct ion  of
filt er ing or  modifying what  comes th rough  it . It
pr ot ect s  u s  fr om  debr is  fa llin g on  u s  fr om
spa ce. Bodies in  spa ce wit h  n o a t m osph er e
bea r  t est a m en t  t o t h is fa ct  a s t h eir  su r fa ces
a re pock-marked  with   meteor it e  holes.  Most
m et eor s  (t h a n kfu lly) a r e bu r n ed u p in  t h e
a tmosphere before reach ing ground. Th is is by
a ct ion  of h ea t  fir s t  a n d t h en  by ch em ica lly
com bin in g wit h  a t m osph er ic ga ses . Th ese
gases a lso filt er  ou t  ha rmfu l por t ions of cosmic
radia t ion , most ly from the sun . Aga in  t h is is
due la rgely to oxygen  in  the form of ozone - a
gas we have hea rd much  abou t  la t ely. The sky
is  blu e a s  a  r esu lt  of t h e su n 's  r efr a ct ion
th rough  these gases, a lso su ffusing our  planet
with  t ha t  lovely second r ay ligh t . Th is is  no
coincidence.  The  Logos,  or   any  other   being,
a t t r act s  t hose elements tha t  r esona te most  to
energy He expresses.

T h r ou gh  t h e  a ct ion  of w in d ,  t h e
a t m osph er e keeps  t h e pla n et  r egu la t ed in
m a n y wa ys su ch  a s  t em per a t u r e, m oist u r e
(t h r ou gh  r a in fa ll), a n d t h r ou gh  pu r ifyin g by
r em ova l of n oxiou s a gen t s a n d "st a le a ir ." It
ca r r ies seeds from plan t s and birds, which  a lso
ca r ry seeds, so we a re in su red of a  consist en t
cover  of verdure. It  occasiona lly purges a reas of
t h e pla n et a r y su r fa ce t h r ou gh  ca t a clysm ic
st or m s. Th e win d h a s a lwa ys h a d a  pla ce in
the myst ica l life of man , everyth ing from the
gen t le, cooling breeze to the ominous "winds of
ch a n ge ." I n d eed , we  ca n  s ee  t h a t  t h e
a t m osph er e is t h e in t er m edia r y bet ween  t h e
su n  a n d ea r t h  a n d t h is r egu la t es life on  t h e
sur face of the planet .

Wit h  a  lit t le t h ou gh t , we ca n  ea sily see
how these sta tements cor respond to the menta l
body. It  is t he mind tha t  gives us our  life in  a
persona lity sense and regu la tes it . Mind is the
reflect ion  of spir itua l will in  the th ree wor lds.
The monad (oxygen) is equa ted with  the brea th

of life. Th er e is  a  su bt le cor r espon den ce
bet ween  t h e Mon a d, pr a n a  a n d oxygen . Th e
Monad gives the power  to move forward in  an
evolu t ion a r y sen se a n d is t h e r ea son  for  ou r
exis t en ce. Th e m in d m odifies  wh a t ever  it
con t a ct s. "Th e m odifica t ion s of t h e m in d a r e
five-fold a nd a r e subject  t o plea su re or  pa in ;
a re pa in fu l or  not  pa in fu l."2 The mind enables
u s t o a void pa in fu l s it u a t ion s in  ou r  ea r ly
developmen t  and t o process or  modify h igher
im pr ession s a t  a  la t er  s t a ge, su it in g t h ese
impressions to our  need.
 Th e m in d r eflect s (or  sh ou ld r eflect ) t h e
r a y of ou r  sou l. Th e ca u sa l body exis t s  in
m en t a l m a t t er . Th e m in d is a  gr ea t  pu r gin g
in flu en ce, br in gin g ou r  a s t r a l bodies  in t o
r h yt h m ic con t r ol by t h e a pplica t ion  of fir e
(h ea t ). I t  in su r es u s of "ver du r e" or  gr owt h
th rough  service (plan t  kingdom) by conveying
"seeds" or  though t  forms on to the a st r a l plane
wh er e t h ey a r e clot h ed in  a st r a l m a t t er  a n d
work ou t  t h rough  desir e. Th is is wh it e magic.
By resona t ing to causa l levels, it  conveys to us
the "winds of change" or  t he P lan  so t ha t  we
ca n  a d ju s t  ou r  lives  a ccor d in gly. Ma n 's
conquest  of the a ir  was a  grea t  event  because it
sign ified the mass movement  of humanity on to
t h e m en t a l pla n e, a lt h ou gh  t h er e is  s t ill a
st rong ast r a l componen t . Is there st ill a  doubt
in  our  minds as to the cor respondence of mind
and a tmosphere or  a  gaseous substance?
  The differ ing layer s of the a tmosphere a re
a lso su gges t ive. Th e den ses t  la yer  of t h e
a t m osph er e ext en ds u pwa r d t o a  h eigh t  of
between  8 to 12 kilometers (km). Th is is ca lled
the t roposphere (tu rn ing or  changing sphere).
Th is is t he level of cloud forma t ion . The next
level extends from 12 km to approxima tely 55
km a nd is known  a s t he st r a tosphere (upper
sph er e/sh eet -like sph er e). Th e la yer  fr om  55
km up to approximately 87 km is known as the
mesosphere (middle sphere). lon iza t ion  of gas
molecu les occurs due to absorbed sola r  energy
a t  t h is poin t . The layer  above t ha t  is t ermed
t h e t h er m osph er e, or  ion osph er e, a s  t h e
t em per a t u r e r ises  sh a r ply du e t o in cr ea sed
a bsor pt ion  of u lt r a violet  r a dia t ion . Th is  is
composed en t irely of ion ized a toms in  the lower
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layer s and fr ee elect rons in  t he upper  layer s.
Th is is the layer  tha t  r eflect s radio waves. The
ion osph er e ext en ds  u pwa r d t o a  h eigh t  of
approximately 300 km.
  I n d iv id u a l ly  con s id e r e d ,  w i t h  t h e
t roposphere, we have the sphere of life on  the
ea r t h . H er e we ca n  see t h e a ct ion  of wa t er ,
beca u se clou ds a r e s im ply con den sed wa t er
dr oplet s or  ice cr yst a ls of a  cer t a in  r a n ge of
sizes. Th is wou ld cor r espon d t o t h e level of
ka m a -m a n a s  or  t h e poin t  a t  wh ich  a s t r a l
m a t t er  begin s t o m er ge wit h  m en t a l m a t t er
som ewh er e in  t h e r a n ge of a ka sh a  a n d t h e
most  concrete levels of men ta l ma t t er . Th is is
a lso where precipit a t ion  t akes place, and th is
is most  r evea ling from the st andpoin t  of white
magic because there is an  ana logy between  the
wa y t er r est r ia l pr ecipit a t ion  for m s a n d t h e
way the precipita t ion  of thought  proceeds.

Water  vapor  exist s fir st  a s an  invisible gas
in  the a tmosphere. The ast ra l body is invisible
u n less som et h in g a ct s on  it . Wa t er  va por  is
bor n  u pwa r d  in t o t h e  a t m osph er e  a ft er
evapora t ion  by a ir  cur ren t s or  wind. It   is  th is
in t er a ct ion   t h a t   is   a t   t h e  r oot   of  m ost
wea t h er   pa t t er n s .  By a n a logy, t h e m in d
direct s and moves a st r a l substance (moistu re)
t h r ou gh  t h e a ct ion  of t h ou gh t  (win d or  a ir
cu r r en t s). It  is on ly by an  act  of fixa t ion  tha t
wa t er  dr oplet s  for m . Th ese dr oplet s  do n ot
for m  on  t h eir  own , t h ou gh , bu t  m u st  for m
a r ou n d  a  n u cleu s  ca lled  a  con den sa t ion
nucleus. These nuclei a re formed pr imar ily by
t h e a ct ion  of su lfu r  dioxide, n it r ogen  dioxide
and sea  sa lt  from sea  wa ter . Somet imes dust
pa r t icles a lso form these nuclei. Here we can
see a  dua list ic act ion . On  the one hand can  be
seen  the reflexive act ion  of the menta l plane to
ph ys ica l a n d  a s t r a l s t im u lu s . Th is  wou ld
cor r espond to man 's ea r ly developmen t  when
the menta l life is completely subjuga ted to the
ph ysica l a n d a s t r a l life. Th ese n u clei a r e
for m ed a s a  r esu lt  of com bu st ion  a n d deca y
pr ocesses a t  gr ou n d level in  t h e ca se of t h e
gases ment ioned and the act ion  of sea  water  on
the ast ra l level.

On  the other  hand, t hese pa r t icles cannot
resu lt  except  th rough  the act ion  of u lt r aviolet

ligh t  from the sun  (Monad/sou l) act ing on  the
const ituen t  pa r t s - in  shor t , it  t akes the act ion
of hea t  t o form these nuclei and, a s we know,
withou t  the sun  there is no hea t . Here can  be
seen  t he dynamic in t erplay between  t he sou l
and it s veh icles with  mind as the in termedia ry
and direct ing force. These condensa t ion  nuclei
a r e con veyed on  t h e win ds (m in d cu r r en t s),
h eld su spen ded in  t h e a ir  (m en t a l m a t t er ),
fixed by the act ion  of ligh t  a s hea t  (sou l) and
precipit a t ed on  the a st r a l and physica l levels
in  the form of ra in  or  snow (desire to act ). So it
t akes a  seed though t  or  nucleus before a st r a l
m a t t er  ca n  con den se a n d cr ea t e t h e n eeded
for m . Th is  is  ba sic occu lt ism  con fir m ed in
ph ysica l m a t t er . F u r t h er , wit h ou t  r a in  (or
desire), there is no life as we know.

Clouds cou ld form a  study in  t hemselves.
There a re t en  basic types of clouds with  many
differ en t  su bdivision s. At  som e poin t  in  ou r
lives, we have a ll gazed in to the clouds to see
wha t  shapes come to our  imagina t ions. It  may
be of in t er est  t o n ot e t h a t  t h er e is  a  lit t le
kn own  psych ic a r t  ca lled sky scr yin g. Th e
devas a re t he basis of a ll form and a t  cer t a in
t imes of t he yea r , such  a s the equ inocta l and
solst ice poin t s, t he a ir  devas shape the clouds
t o r eflect  t h e wor ld u n con sciou s. Th ose wit h
e t h er ic vis ion  a r e  a b le  t o s ee  m old ed
scu lpt u r es , fa ces  a n d scen es in  t h e clou ds,
pa r t icu la r ly a t  t h ese t im es. Th ese t im es a r e
per iods when  the luna r  and sola r  ligh t s un it e
forming a  scr een  t o act iva t e sou l memory. In
shor t , we can  see the emot ions of man reflected
in  the sky a t  t he change of seasons. We read:
"Men  t a ke for  gr a n t ed t h ose sky scu lpt u r ed
for m s a s bein g coin ciden t a l sh a pes, or  oft en
t h in k  t h em  t o be ch im er a s  of t h eir  own
im a gin a t ion . H owever , on e s t ill r et a in in g
someth ing of t he myst ic in  h is na tu r e knows
these mir rored images t o be a  promise of h is
own expanded consciousness un it ing h im with
the Mind and Will of God."3  There  is  a  direct
cor r espon den ce bet ween  t h e level of t h e
a tmosphere in  which  clouds form and the level
of akasha  on  the ast ra l plane. Thus we can  see
a  dim  r eflect ion  of t h e a ka sh ic r ecor ds a n d
therefore a  r ecord of the emot iona l life of man
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in  the clouds.
  As t o som e fu r t h er  m u sin gs on  clou ds,
r efer en ce is oft en  m a de t o t h e "r a in  clou d of
k n owa ble  t h in gs ," t h e  p r ecip i t a t ion  of
knowledge, how th ings "cloud our  vision ," just
to name a  few. F rom the foregoing discussion
of h ow pr ecipit a t ion  for m s, t h er e is  r ea dy
reference to the "ra incloud of knowable th ings"
a n d t h e pr ecipit a t ion  of kn owledge. As t o
t h in gs "clou din g ou r  vis ion ," we kn ow t h a t
form  veils life a nd ligh t , a nd t ha t  "st orms of
em ot ion " block  t h e h igh er  ligh t  fr om  ou r
physica l pla ne expressions. The in junct ion  is
ever  given  to r ender  the a st r a l body as a  clea r
ovoid, empty of a ll emot ions save the h ighest
so tha t  the pure ligh t  of spir it  can  be reflected.
Clouds block the sun  from our  sigh t . The aura
of man  is oft en  seen  a s a  cloudy mess r a ther
than  a  r adian t  sphere, owing to h is a st r a l life.
Aga in , we ca n  see t h e bea u t ifu l r eflect ion  of
occult  t ru th  in  na ture.
  Moving on  to the st ra tosphere, we find on ly
t wo t ypes of clou ds t h a t  for m  in  t h is  a r ea .
These a re known as nacreous (mother -of-pear l)
a n d  n oct ilu cen t  (t r a n s lu cen t  a n d color ed)
clouds, both  of which  a re very th in  and wispy.
The sun  can  be seen  th rough  them. They a re
not  clouds tha t  cause precipita t ion  bu t  could be
looked on  a s the beginn ings of though t  forms.
It  wou ld be of in t er est  t o see wh a t  sor t s  of
im a ges  a ppea r  et h er ica lly in  t h ese clou ds.
They must  be of a  more r efined qua lit y t han
images seen  in  t ropospher ic clouds. Nacreous
clou ds a r e fou n d in  t h e m iddle st r a t osph er e
while noct ilucen t  clouds a re found in  the upper
leve l ,  a lm os t  in  t h e  m es op h er e .  Th e
st r a t osph er e a n d t r oposph er e wou ld seem  t o
cor r espon d wit h  t h e con cr et e levels  of t h e
menta l plane.
  Above  t h e  s t r a t os p h er e  begin s  t h e
mesophere. Th is is t he level a t  wh ich  t he a ir
becom es ion ized du e t o sola r  r a dia t ion . Th e
com posit ion  of a t m osph er ic ga ses  r em a in s
fa ir ly const an t  from the t r oposphere t h rough
t h e m esosph er e a t  a  level ju s t  a bove t h e
st ra tosphere. This is the protect ive layer  of gas
tha t  sh ields us from most  of the ha rmfu l sola r
r a dia t ion . By a n a logy, it  m a y be t h a t  t h is

cor responds to the separa t ion  between  concrete
a n d for m less levels  of m en t a l m a t t er . Th is
separa t ion  must  be br idged if the disciple is to
dwell in  causa l consciousness and is done so as
the an tahkarana  is bu ilt . For  the average man,
t h is  la yer  or  sepa r a t ion  a ct s  a s  a  sh ield
pr ot ect in g h im  fr om  cosm ic en er gies  t h a t
would otherwise cause ser ious psych ic disorder
or  dissolu t ion .
 Th is is m ir r or ed in  t h e wor ld t oda y wit h
the deplet ion  of the ozone layer . Man , th rough
h is  la ck  of s t ewa r dsh ip  a n d over power in g
desir e for  pr ogr ess a n d com for t , is  pu n ch in g
la rge holes in  the ozone and permit t ing cosmic
energies t o impinge on  h im  with  gr ea t  for ce.
Th e m os t  obviou s  r esu lt  of t h is  is  t h e
dest ruct ion  of plan t  species and the explosion
of skin  cancer . The veh icles on  the planet  a r e
simply not  ready to handle th is type of energy.
But  looking a t  the other  side of the issue, there
is  t oda y a  t r em en dou s st im u la t ion  goin g on
wit h in  cer t a in  u n it s  of h u m a n it y. Th e door
bet ween  ca u sa l a n d con cr et e levels h a s been
open ed som ewh a t  for  t h ose r ea dy t o r eceive
illu m in a t ion . Th is in cr ea sed u lt r a violet  ligh t
will a lso have a  profound effect  on  r ay seven
E gos  by r a pid ly en h a n cin g t h e gr owt h  of
ether ic vision . Bu t  for  t he mass of human ity,
t h e r esu lt s  of ozon e dep let ion  a r e qu it e
des t r u ct ive. We ca n  on ly won der  if t h e
H ier a r ch y h a s  seized  t h is  oppor t u n it y t o
st imu la t e human ity. Man  must  r ecogn ize h is
mist a ke a nd r ect ify t h is sit ua t ion  somewha t ,
t h ou gh ,  u n le s s  h e  w a n t s  w id e s p r e a d
dest ruct ion  on  a  planeta ry sca le.
 In  t he t hermosphere, complet e ion iza t ion
of a toms t akes place. Th is would be ana logous
t o t h e for m less  or  ca u sa l levels  of m en t a l
mat ter . This is a  region  tha t  is composed solely
of elect rons in  the h igher  layers and th is is due
en t ir ely t o su n ligh t . Th er e is  n ot h in g t h a t
would define a  form here a t  a ll. But  sola r  fla res
act iva te th is r egion  and give us the wondrous
displays of aurora  act ivity a round the magnet ic
poles of the ea r th . Upon seeing on  causa l levels
wit h  t h e in n er  eye, people   fin d t h e fea t u r e
tha t  st ands ou t  most  prominen t ly abou t  it  is
t h a t  t h er e a r e n o fea t u r es. Wh a t  is seen  a r e
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waves of color , t he color s changing in  r ela t ion
to t he t hough t  impinging on  the ma t t er . Ions
themselves can
be looked on  as a  sor t  of causa l sta te in  mat ter .
Th er e a r e a n y n u m ber  of com bin a t ion s in t o
wh ich  t h ese ion s  ca n  en t er . Wh a t  r esu lt s
depends en t ir ely upon  wha t  is con tacted. Is it
not  much  the same way in  the minds of men?
E n er gy is  im per son a l a n d goes wh er e it  is
directed, either  consciously or  unconsciously.
  We h a ve exa m in ed t h e va r yin g la yer s of
t h e  a t m osph er e  t o give  som e sen se  of
con t in u it y a s t o wh a t  r ea lly ca u ses wea t h er
pa t t er n s . As s t a t ed befor e, t h e wea t h er  is
a lm os t  en t ir e ly a  p h en om en on  of t h e
t r oposph er e, bu t  it  is  gr ea t ly a ffect ed by t h e
levels above, a s we wou ld expect . Wea ther  is
direct ly a  funct ion  of hea t  th rough  the act ion  of
ligh t  or  sola r  r a dia t ion . Th e m en t a l pla n e is
t h e p la n e of fir e , a s  we k n ow, a n d  t h e
a tmosphere regula tes the hea t  tha t  reaches the
su r fa ce of t h e E a r t h . Th e m or e ligh t  we
r eceive, t h e wa r m er  we a r e. Th e m or e sou l
ligh t  we r eceive, t he more vit a l we a r e - t o a
poin t .
  Wea t h er  is  a  com bin a t ion  of sever a l
fa ctor s: wind, t empera tu r e, pr ecipit a t ion  a nd
clou d cover . U pon  exa m in a t ion  of cer t a in
wea t h er  pa t t er n s , m a n y t h in gs  a bou t  t h e
t h ou gh t  a n d em ot ion a l life of t h e Logos a n d
huma n ity ca n  be r evea led. Wea ther  pa t t ern s
a lso conform to a st rologica l factor s, a s r eaders
of t h e F a r m er 's  Alm a n a c kn ow. Bu t  we a lso
kn ow t h a t  a s t r ologica l en er gies  pr ofou n dly
affect  the thoughts and moods of humanity.

Rain fa ll

  There a r e severa l t ypes of r a in fa ll. These
r a n ge fr om  a  gen t le d r izzle t o a  r a gin g
m on soon . F or  t h is  con s ider a t ion , we will
exa m in e n or m a l r a in fa ll.  Next  t o su n ligh t ,
r a in   is  t h e  m ost   im por t a n t  fa ct or  for  t h e
susta in ing of life on  land. After  a  r a in fa ll, t he
a ir  is clea r , pur ified and th ings seem renewed.
Some have equa ted r a in fa ll with  an  excess of
em ot ion , bu t  t h is  wou ld  s eem  t o be  a
m isn om er . Act u a lly, wit h  r a in , we h a ve a n

a n a logy t o t h e h ea lt h y en a ct in g of m en t a l
impulse, the "grounding ou t" of thought  forms.
With  t he coming of r a in , a ll of na tu r e en t er s
in to r enewed act ivit y. P lan t s grow t a ller  and
greener , an ima l life can  sa t isfy it s t h ir st , and
pa r t  of t h e cr ys t a llized  cr u s t  is  er oded ,
becoming fer t ilizer  or  food for  h igher  life forms.
The stage is set  for  a  new cycle.

P eople gen er a lly h a ve n ega t ive feelin gs
about  ra in . This is due somet imes to an  organic
d is t u r ba n ce ca u sed  by t h e ch a n ge in  a ir
p r es su r e  p r eced in g r a in fa ll. Mor e oft en ,
t hough , it  is simply viewed a s an  annoyance.
The gray r a in  clouds a re suggest ive of fea r  or
depression  tha t  must  be swept  away. St range
tha t  when  we were ch ildr en , we u sed t o like
playing in  the ra in  if our  pa ren t s would let  us.
E ven  so, we like t h e wa y t h in gs feel a ft er  a
ra in . If we could take the ch ild's view and lea rn
to play in  the ra in  aga in , we may be su rpr ised
a t  t h e clea n sin g a n d in vigor a t in g effect  it
wou ld h a ve on  u s. Th e et h er s a r e pu r ged by
ra in . The ra inbow a t  the end of a  r a in  shower
r epr esen t s t h e pr om ise of n ew t h ou gh t s a n d
r en ewed a ct ion  in  a ll depa r t m en t s of h u m a n
endeavor , as a ll colors a re shown in  it .

Sn ow  an d Sle e t

  F rozen  precipit a t ion  is a  r esu lt  of a  more
cryst a llized st a t e of t hough t . In  cold wea ther ,
we s t a y in s ide m or e, ou r  em ot ion s  a r e
somewha t  da rker , life seems to close in  on  us.
We feel unable to pu t  our  thoughts in to act ion ,
or  fa il t o do so, a n d t h e t h ou gh t  becom es
crysta llized and stagnant . Snow in  medita t ions
or  dreams is a  symbol of th is. It  r epresen ts our
holding on  to ideas or  emot ions too long. After
a  snow, na tu re is qu iet . There is an  eer ie sor t
of st illness t ha t  set t les on to t he land. People
feel th is in  their  lower  cen ters, often  as a  sense
of lon gin g or  for ebodin g. Not h in g seem s t o
move; everyth ing is sta t ionary, locked in  place.
I t  is  difficu lt  for  sm a ll a n im a ls , especia lly,
a ft er  a  snow because food  is more difficu lt  t o
find. The myr iad snowflakes, of wh ich  no two
a r e a like, t es t ify t o t h e m a n ifold , u n u sed
t h ou gh t s of m a n . Bu t  sn ow a lso locks u s in
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place t empora r ily, giving us a  space to t h ink,
and goading us in to new lines of thought . Sleet
is  m u ch  like sn ow, t h ou gh  a  m or e ext r em e
case.

Th u n de rstorm s

  Storms a re an  expression  of un resolved or
overhea ted ast ra l force. Any storm is an  effor t
by na ture to purge the region  it  passes th rough
of s t a gn a t ed, u n u sed em ot ion a l for ce. Th e
a s t r a l p la n e h a s  been  ca lled  t h e  gr ea t
ba t t leground, so one can  see th is r ela t ionsh ip.
Th u n der s t or m s a r e pa r t icu la r ly fier ce a n d
fea r some to t he mind of man . The da rk gray-
bla ck  clou ds seem  t o por t en d of im pen din g
doom or  disaster  and genera te a  sta te of fea r  or
depr ession  in  u s. Th er e a r e elem en t a ls t h a t
appear  on ly dur ing the t imes of storms to work
out  th is grea t  purging force under  the direct ion
of t h e a ir  deva s . Th ese ca n  be t er r ifyin g
en t i t ies  t o a n yon e  wit h  et h er ic vis ion .
Tor ren t ia l r a ins give t est amen t  to the r elease
of pen t -up though t  being un lea shed upon  the
land (physica l plane).
  Th e fla sh  of ligh t n in g a n d t h e en su in g
thunder  clap can  be t er r ifying, a lso, especia lly
t o ch ildr en  a n d a n im a ls . Ligh t n in g is  ver y
s u gges t ive , t h ou gh , a s  i t  h in t s  of t h e
sym bolism  of t h e in t u it ion . Mech a n ica lly
speaking, a  bolt  of ligh tn ing begins in  the mid
level of t he clouds a nd descends a s a  lea der ,
descen din g a  sh or t  dist a n ce, st oppin g, goin g
fur ther , stopping un t il fina lly reach ing a  poin t
some 50 meter s above ground. Th is yields the
ch a r a ct er is t ic ligh t n in g bolt  pa t t er n  a n d is
ca lled a  "st epped leader ." At  tha t  poin t , t here
is another  leader  tha t  r ises from the ground to
meet  the one from the clouds, forming a  shor t
circu it . Th is causes the immedia te discharge of
a  t r emendous elect r ica l cur ren t  from the cloud
t o t h e gr ou n d. Th e en t ir e clou d  becom es
involved as the tota lity of the charge is sen t  to
the ground sta te in  one instan taneous jolt .
  The occu lt  symbolism here is exqu isit e. As
the sou l seeks a  r esponse from it s veh icles, it
send ou t  "feeler s" or  leader s. The cloud (sou l
t h r ou gh  t h e a st r a l body) t r a ver ses over  la n d

(per sona lity) seeking ou t  a reas of h igh  cha rge
den s it y (a ven u es  of expr ess ion ). Wh en  a
response from the persona lity is evoked (or  the
per sona lit y invokes sou l ligh t ), t hen  the force
is r elea sed with  a  br illia n t  in t ensit y t ha t  a ll
ca n  see. Th is  is  t h e fla sh  of t h e in t u it ive
in sigh t , wit h  t h e r epor t  of t h u n der  sign a lin g
t h e m a gica l u se of sou n d t o wor k  ou t  t h e
insigh t . A storm can  be a  grea t  crea t ive even t
a s a n yon e wh o h a s gon e t h r ou gh  a  per son a l
"storm" can  a t test .

Hail

  H a il is  s im ply a  wor st  ca se scen a r io of
sn ow or  sleet . I t  ca n  r a n ge in  size fr om  t h e
diameter  of a  pea  to a lmost  5". Ha il, however ,
a lways occurs with  thunderstorms. So there is
a  gr ea t  cr yst a lliza t ion  of t h ou gh t  bu t  a lso a
t r emendous effor t  t o effect  it s r elea se. These
storms a re often  very dest ruct ive and can  wipe
ou t  en t ir e loca lit ies in  one swoop. Th is bea r s
witness to the oft en  monumenta l r esist ance to
change by man . No one is left  unsca thed a ft er
a  severe ha ilstorm. Proper ty, life and limb can
be, and oft en  a r e, lost  a s a  r esu lt . How oft en
has t he stubborn  r esist ance to change ru ined
the lives of people t hen  aga in , how oft en  ha s
ca t h a r t ic or  violen t  r elea se ch a n ged lives for
the bet ter?

Torn adoe s

Tor n a does   a lwa ys   occu r    coin ciden t
with    ha il-forming thunderstorms. Th is is one
of t h e m ost  fea r som e st or m s kn own  a n d h a s
t r em en dou s power , even  if on ly for  a  sh or t
t im e. Th e vor t ex is  a  com m on  occu r r en ce in
na ture, bu t  there is no bet ter  illust ra t ion  of the
power  of t he vor t ex both  a s a  symbol or  a s a
medium than  tornadoes or  hu r r icanes. Th is is
t he sou l t h rough  the agen t  of mind sweeping
a wa y a n y a n d a ll obst a cles t o pr ogr ess. Th e
la n d  (p e r s on a l i t y) i s  s t r ip p e d  of a l l
im p e d im e n t .  Al l  cr ys t a l l ize d  p a t t e r n s
(st ructu re or  t hough t  forms) a r e r emoved. All
debr is is r emoved by t he h igh  winds (men ta l
cur ren ts). The fact  tha t  life may be lost  is not  a
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considera t ion  because situa t ions have reached
such  a  st a t e tha t  no other  means will do. The
on ly ch oices  a r e t o m ove (com ply) or  d ie.
In terest ingly, 70% of a ll tornadoes occur  in  the
Un it ed St a t es. Ca n  we dra w a ny conclu sions
a bou t  t he r a y six per sona lit y of t ha t  coun t ry
and how there may be some over -cryst a llized
a st r a l a nd men ta l ma t t er s t her e? Is t h is not
a lso a  measure of the t enacity with  which  the
Amer ican  people hold on to idea ls and though t
pa t terns? Most  tornadoes occur  in  the midwest ,
on e of t h e m ost  con ser va t ive a r ea s of t h a t
count ry.

           Hu rrican e s  an d Cyclon e s

  These a re simply magnified "ocean  tornadoes"
and the effect  is essen t ia lly the same, t hough
the force is t remendously increased. This is the
a t m osph er e in  it s  m ost  ca t a clysm ic a spect .
Th ese s t or m s  a r e spa wn ed  in  equ a t or ia l
r egions with  warm wa ter . There is fr equen t ly
a ssocia t ed  a  h igh  a s t r a l con t en t  wit h  t h e
equ a t or ia l or  t r opica l r egion s of t h e pla n et .
Some of t he most  densely popu la t ed a r ea s of
t h e wor ld a r e in  t h ese r egion s, a lso, so it  is
sma ll wonder  tha t  these storms a re genera ted
and wreak havoc in  t hese a reas. Occasiona lly
they will veer  off a nd st r ike more t empera t e
regions. Th is may be the working ou t  of a st ra l
ka r m a  bet ween  t h e t wo a r ea s in volved, bu t ,
a ga in , t h e U .S. a lso r eceives  it s  sh a r e of
hur r icanes.

Drou gh t

  Up u n t il n ow, we h a ve been  con sider in g
pr ecipit a t ion , so we m u st  a lso con sider  t h e
opposit e ca se - la ck of moistu re. As it  is with
people, so the land must  go th rough  per iods of
a r idness. Drought  can  be compared to a  lack of
vibr a n cy or  bu oya n cy in  t h e em ot ion s. Th e
ligh t  of da y con t in u a lly bea t s  down  on  t h e
land, drying up and dr iving away the moisture.
The exper ience of t he men ta l pla ne ca n  be a
sober in g exper ien ce t o som eon e t r yin g t o
subdue and use the ast ra l body. In  people, th is
cor r esponds t o t imes when  the Vision  is seen

clea r ly bu t  t h e per son a lit y ba lks a t  m ovin g
for wa r d eit h er  t h r ou gh  fea r  or  a  feelin g of
in a dequ a cy. So it  is  wit h  popu la t ion s. Th e
emot iona l life feels shu t  down, life loses it s zest
and dr ive and takes on  a  qua lity of iner t ia  tha t
is difficu lt  t o br eak ou t  of. There a r e no new
impulses to work, no grea t  inspira t ions to spur
the person  forward. All the person  can  do is to
work th rough  the sit ua t ion  men ta lly t he best
he/she can  and wait  for  fresh  impulse.
  Dr ou gh t s occu r  in  a r ea s wh er e r isin g a ir
usua lly preva ils bu t  is preven ted from doing so
because of sinking a ir  t ha t  inh ibit s cloud and
precipit a t ion  forma t ion .  The symbolism holds
t r u e  a ga in . I n  t h e  "d r ou gh t  s t r ick en "
in d ividu a l, t h er e is  u su a lly a  p r eva ilin g
in ver s ion  or  im pos it ion  of t h ou gh t  t h a t
pr even t s  a dequ a t e flow of for ce bet ween
ph ysica l a n d m en t a l levels  wh ich  ca u ses a
"locking" effect  on  t he emot ions. It  is u sua lly
t em por a r y a n d h a ppen s oft en  in  t h e lives of
t h ose on  t h e P a t h , especia lly in  t h e ea r lier
phases, bu t  if per sist ed in  will cause a  loss of
life or  t he exper ience of t he "deser t ." Deser t s
a r e a r ea s wh er e dr ou gh t  con dit ion s a r e t h e
norm r a ther  t han  t he except ion . Viewing t he
under lying though t  cu r ren t s of popu la t ions in
dr ou gh t -s t r ick en  a r ea s  wou ld  pr ove m os t
revea ling.
  Summar izing wea ther  pa t t erns somewhat ,
we can  draw the following conclusions:
  ** the type of wea ther  pa t tern  reflect s the
men ta l na tu re of t he a ffect ed popu la t ion . The
wind reflect s menta l force or  cur ren ts.
 ** the type of precipita t ion  reflect s preva iling
ast r a l pa t t erns, and a lso t he t hough t  beh ind.
Th is  is  a ls o t r u e  of a ir  cu r r en t s  a n d
tempera ture.
  ** clouds reflect  the moods of men and show
somewhat  of h is dream or  wish  na ture.
  ** storms a re grea t  purging influences, the
t ype of st or m  r eflect in g t h e t ype of blocked
ast ra l or  menta l mat ter .
  ** the a tmosphere is a  grea t  reflect ive sphere,
r eflect in g bot h  m a n  a n d Logos  a n d bein g
equa lly as complex.
 ** man can  see somewhat  the menta l sta te of
the Logos reflected in  a tmospher ic condit ions.
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 Wit h  t h ese poin t s  in  m in d , we h a ve
obser ved t h a t  wea t h er  pa t t er n s  in  gen er a l
h a ve been  u n u su a l in  r ecen t  yea r s . St or m s
have been  on  the increase, t empera tu res have
gon e t o ext r em es  wh en  t h ey sh ou ld  be
m oder a t e  a n d  d r ou gh t s  h a ve been  m or e
pr on ou n ced. Alt h ou gh  m et eor ologis t s  cla im
th is happens per iodica lly, we cannot  help bu t
feel a  profound differ ence in  t he t hough t  and
ast r a l cu r ren t s of human ity. We a re told tha t
ou r  Logos is undergoing an  in it ia t ion  with  a ll
it s a t t endant  t r ia ls, so these changing pa t terns
a re r eflected in  h is veh icles. 8 Even  with  tha t ,
we a r e t old  t o expect  even  m or e violen t
upheava ls in  the years to come. The prophesies
su ggest  t h a t  volca n ic a ct ivit ies will in cr ea se
and wea ther  pa t terns will become more severe.
Volca n oes  pr odu ce n it r ogen  a n d  n it r ogen
dioxide tha t  forms condensa t ion  nuclei. We can
look  for  r a in fa ll t o in cr ea se in  t h e yea r s t o
come.
  Mankind is in  t he per iod of t he fift h  root
race a t  th is t ime with  it s in tended development
of m en t a l fa cu lt ies . Th er efor e, a t m osph er ic
con dit ion s  r eflect  t h ese developm en t s. Th e
explosive gr owt h  of t ech n ology a n d in du st r y
h a s  t a ken  it s  t oll on  t h e a t m osph er e a n d
con sequ en t ly ou r  h ea lt h  a s well. Th e a ct  of
working t o cu rb t he t ide of a ir  pollu t ion  a lso
den ot es m a n 's own  con cer n  wit h  h is m en t a l
sta te. The media  gives us da ily evidence of th is
with  r epor t s of mora l development s, changing
a t t it u des, en vir on m en t a l con cer n s, a n d t h e
wh ole h os t  of m a n 's  m en t a t ion s . In  fa ct ,
modern  media  is borne th rough  the a ir , wh ich
a lso marks it  a s a  menta l development . We a re
in  t h e "in for m a t ion  a ge" wit h  it s  in cr ea sin g
syn thesis of thought  and the promise of fu tu re

telepa th ic in terplay among people.
We h a ve even  been  seek in g wa ys  of

con t r ollin g wea t h er . We "seed" clou ds  t o
produce ra in , we in t roduce plan t  life in to water
and on to land to st em evapora t ion  and erosion
and we even  in t roduce a r t ificia l wea ther  with
snow machines on  ski slopes and the like. Th is
is r eflect ive of m a n 's en dea vor  t o con t r ol h is
in dividu a l a n d collect ive a s t r a l body. Th e
ast r a l body is t he ch ief a r ena  of work for  t he
m a ss of psych ologist s of t h is t im e. If t h is is
done successfu lly, it  will usher  in  the growth  of
t h e h igh er  psych ism, fir st  in  sm a ll a n d t h en
ever -la rger  gr ou ps. I t  is  sa id t h a t  wh en  t h e
bulk of humanity unfolds th is h igher  psychism,
t h a t  a ll sor t s  of in t er es t in g a t m osph er ic
elect r ica l ph en om en a  will develop.9 Th er e is
a lr ea dy in cr ea s in g elect r icit y in  t h e a ir .
Th u n d er s t or m s  a r e  gr owin g s lowly in
frequency and force. We can  only guess a t  what
these "in terest ing phenomena" will be.

In  closing, we ca n  see somewha t  why we
h a ve n ot  been  a ble t o secon d-gu ess Mot h er
Na ture when  it  comes to wea ther . If we fa il to
under st and ou r  own  selves, how can  we ever
h ope t o u n der st a n d t h e ch a n ges in  n a t u r e
around us?

So the next  t ime the wea ther  man  gives a
forecast  t ha t  t u rns ou t  to be wrong, r eflect  on
the a st r a l a nd men ta l st a t es of ma n  a nd see
how they compare to preva iling wea ther . You
may be surpr ised. Nature can  be looked on  as a
succession  of symbols r eflect ing the coun t less
lives beh ind phenomena . In  the fu tu re, if you
feel "under  the wea ther ," or  you  see a  storm or
a  ra inbow, look in to the heavens and t ry to find
y ou r  i n n e r  l i f e  r e f l e c t e d  t h e r e
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